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Walter Reed Army Institute for Research, spoke about “Rodent Models of Blast-Induced Traumatic Brain Injury;” and Steven A. Parks, 
Commander USN (ret) and President, ORA, presented his work on  “Recent Developments in Large Animal Modeling of Blast-Induced 
Traumatic Brain Injury.” The morning session concluded with a presentation by Safar Center fellow, Dr. Alia Dennis about her work 
on “Combined Traumatic Brain Injury and Hemorrhagic Shock in Mice:  A New Model and Novel Assessment by Perfusion Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging.”  The morning session was exceptional and important to the ongoing research at the Safar Center.  

Speakers at the afternoon session focused on “Advances in Human Simulation Education” and included Dr. Mark Bowyer, COL, USAF, 
MC, and Chief, Division of Trauma and Combat Surgery, Uniformed Services University, who gave a fascinating presentation on 
“Surgical Simulation:  The Current and Near Future Promise;” William McGaghie, PhD, Professor, Medical Education and Preventive 
Medicine, Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine, Chicago, IL, who presented on “Advances in Simulation-Based 
Medical Education and Research;” Dr. Amitai Ziv, MD, MHA, Deputy Director, Sheba Medical Center, Tel Hashomer, Israel, Founder 
and Director, MSR – The Israel Center for Medical Simulation, who presented on “Simulation-Based Education on a National Scale: The 
Israeli Experience;” Elizabeth Hunt, MD, MPH, Director, Johns Hopkins Simulation Center, who presented on “The Use of Simulation 
in Pediatrics to Improve Quality of Care;” and concluded with Amy Seybert, PharmD, Assistant Professor of Pharmacy and Therapeutics, 
University of Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Care Coordinator, Critical Care, University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center, who discussed “Simulation-Based Learning in Pharmacy Education.”  This was the first year that the afternoon session was held 
at WISER, which was a spectacular venue and greatly facilitated audience participation and discussion.

The symposium was attended by over 120 participants.  We are grateful to DARPA, the Laerdal Foundation, the United States Army 
TATRC and the USAMRMC for their support of this symposium.  Funding was also provided by the Safar Legacy Fund, as well as the 
Departments of Anesthesiology, and Critical Care Medicine.  We are thankful to all supporters of this symposium.

The afternoon session of the Symposium at WISER was appreciated by a large and 
enthusiastic audience.
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